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CONES DDR PRESET 


TO THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFVLL SIR 
Trnomas Fansna wW Knight: 
H. V. wiſheth length of dates 
here, and eternitie 
hereafter, 


'ſludies are of no 
& long growth, as 
Fe being but lately 
RP planted , yet wa- 
Sd tered with the. 
All corrnuall ſhowers 
| " of your incou- 
 ragements,they haue receiued an increaſe 
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rom Heauen. F could not then but bring 


' this firſt ſheafe and wane it before you:the 
| neceſsitie of the time hath made it com- 

mon, my dutie giues you a peculiar inte- 
| reſt init. T be ( hurch ts deſpiſed at home, 
| A. 2 indan- 
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mndangered abroad ; F haue therefore ap- 


plied the T ext 10 the time , and my tra- 
uell 1 the one, to the boukle in the 0- 
ther. T he Danger ſeemes deſperate, the 
 Remedie ts eaſe ; euery man hath not the 
Tongue of the earned, nor the Sword 
of the NT aviſirate, either to confute,or 
cut off the Trowblers of our lirael : et 
encry one bath a tongue and may pray for 
11.7 am for peace, and defire with Noahs 
| Doue to bringan Olive Branch in my 
mouth. As you haue beene pleaſed to ſend 


her abroad before ſhee knew well to fly: fo 
puz forth your band, now that ſhee i ro- 


turned, and receine ber into the Arke of 


Jour protettion. eAnd fo F ſhall bow my 
knees to God daily, that the Holy Spirit 
which deſcended in the Jhape of a Doue 


may reſt Up011 you, 


Humbly deuoted to you ia all ſcruice, 


H. VALENTINE. 
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PSALME 122.6. 


Pray for the peace of Teruſalem : they ſhall pro- 
ſper that loue thee... 


Avid 1ſraels lweet Singer, 
and our Orphers (as Enthym, 
termes him)mwakes the City 
of God, and the God of the 
Citie the ſybiect of all his 
Plalmes, Hence they are 
called the Lords Songs, and 

*f| Sz0ns Songs too, The praiſes 

| rendered for mercies palt, 
the prayers made for met- 
cies to come, are both to God, both tor $z9p. So that 

God and his Church, praiſes and prayers, mercics paſt 

and mercies to come.are the dittie of all his Sonnets, 

Ve haue our Songs vpon earth,as well as the Saints in 

heauen: but they are comprehesſores, and ſing Hadely- 

jabs, praiſes to God, becauſe they are fate 3 weare w14- 
tores, and ſing Hoſannahs, that we may be ſaued. leruſa- 
lem which is aboue celebrates an eternall Sabaoth of 
reſt, 7eruſalemwhich is below hath ſix daies of travel! 
and forrow for one Sabaorth. Sometimes ſhee waſhes 
herface and purs on glorious apparell: ſometimes ner 
cheekes are {lubbered with teares, and her garments 

ſtained with bloud : fomerimes thee calls vs to r—_ 
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with her, ſometimes to pray for her, And this is the 
time, this is the text for the time: It is a day of trouble, 
and therefore pray: it is a time of warre, therefore pray 
for peace : it is an age wherein 1ers/alem is deſpiſed at 
home, andindangered abroad, and theretore prey for 
the peace of Teruſalem: And your prayers ſhall returne 
into your boſomes with a bleſſing : here is beneficium as 
well as officium,pray and proſper:loue herand God will 
loue you, They ſhall proſper that loge thee 5. 

In which words wee haue two things ; Aprecept, 
Pray &c. A promiſe, They ſhall proper &c, In the firſt 
we obſerue three concluſions. 

I, Jers/alemhath not alwaies peace. 

2. leroſalemss peace laſteth not alwaics, 

3- Becauſe Jeraſalem hath not alwaies peace, and 
becauſe /er#/alemj peace laſteth not alwaies, therefore 
we arcalwaies te pray for the peace of leruſalem. 

In the fecond,two things, 1, That 1erw/alew is lowe- 
ly, 2. They that loxe her ſhall proſper. VVherein we ſhall 
ſee Mans indiſpofition to goed duties, no prayer with- 
out a promiſe : Gods diſpoſition that makes a promiſe 
to vs by his Prophet, rather than we ſhall not make a 
prayer to him: and in theſe we will exerciſe your pati- 
ence and deuotion at this time, | 

Jernſalew+ certaine trouble: ſhe neither hath nor can 
hauc alwales peace, | 

The Churches peace conſiſts in three things. In 
r, Vnityofdoctrine. 2, Vnity of diſcipline. 3. Im- 


- munity and liberty of profeſſion. All which God ſce- 


med to aimeat in the building of the firſt Temple. The 
ſtones and timber whereof it was built, were allhewen 
and ſquared before they were brought thither, that 
there might be no noiſe, or confuſton : There is tits V- 
nitic 
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nitic of Do&rine, The place where it was builtwas 7e- 

ruſalem, that is, a viſion of peace, acitie of vnitic and a- 
greement: there is the Vunitie of Diſcipline, The Buil- 

der was not Dawida man of bloud,bur Salomen,thar is, 
pacificus,a Peace-maker,in whoſe time the Tribes might 

reſort to worſhip the Lord without feare or danger 

there is the hibertic and immunitic of profeſſion. Yer all 

theſe at ſome times,but ſome of theſe ar all times haue 
theirenemies. The whize horſe, that is, the preaching xeue.s.z,z. 
of the Goſpell, was no ſooner gone abroad to conquer 

the nations, but the red horſe of perſecution and tyran- 

nie, and the blacke horſe of errour and herefie followed 

after, ifnot to extinguiſh,yert to darken and obſcure the 

light of the Goſpell, And we reade of a ftorme where» 

in haile and fire and bloud were mingled together, that ,,,,,, - 
is, hereſjes, errours, lyes, ſtrong deluſions, and ſtrange | 
perſecutions to deceiue the foule,and deſtroy the body, 

I may ſay of the enemies of the Church as Zeah did whe 

Gad was borne,Yenit turma, A troope commeth : I will on- 6.30.11. 
ly point at ſome ofthem, 

The Prophets of God had not all one and the fame 7x 
gift, they did not all liue at one and the ſame time, Falſe Pro- 
they did not all propheſie vpon one and the ſame occa- phers, 
fion, yer they had all but one andthe ſame mouth : as 
he ſpake per os prophetarum, by the mouth, not by the Like 1.70, 
monthes of his holy Prophets. And becauſe this ſweet 
harmony, andconſtant correſpondence among all the 
pen-men of the Holy Ghoſt, is none of the leaſt argu- 
ments to perſwade and aſſure the conſcience of the Di- 
uinitie of the Scripture; therefore the Deuill ro ftagger 
our faith,(for if the Trumpet giue an vncertaine ſound, 
who ſhallpreparc himſelfc for battell) and ro derogate 


from the authoritic of the word of God, aduances er- 
| rours, 
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rours, lyes, hereſics, ſome aduerſe to it, ſome diuers 
from it, butall againſt it. Theſe are that ſmoke which 
darkened the Sunne and Aires That Starre which was 
called Worme-wood, poyſoning and imbittering the 
fountaines ; That floud of waters which the Dragon 
ſpewed out of his mouth to deuoure the woman, In the 
firſt foure hundred years after Chriſt thete were no leſſe 
than 88, ſeuerall kindes of falſe Prophets. And the very 
ſameday that Saint Augn#ine that glorious light of the 
Church, and the Defender of the Faith, was borne in 
Africke, Pelagins that Hereſtarch was borne in Wales : 
it was either the mercy of God to raiſe vpan Augsftine 
againſt Pelagizs, or the malice of the Deuillto raiſe vp 
a Pelagins againſt Auguſtine:or if we wil giue them both 
that which belongs to them, it was Gods mercie, and 
the Deuills malice. He is che enutous man, the lyar 


from the beginning, and that Father of all lyes ſince 


the beginning, begetting theſe baſtards ypor. reaſon 
aduanced aboue faith , ypon knowledge nor all-yed 
with humilitie, or vpon the immoderate loue of tis 
preſent world, 

Many there are who examine the Articles of Faith by 
the Principles of Natare, and thinke by the miſts of Rea- 
ſon to diſcouer the myſteries of Religion : what they 
cannot conceiye, they condemmne ; what they cannot com- 
prehend, they reprebend for ablurd and fooliſh. Nicode- 
mw, that great Maſter in 1/rael, ſtumbles at the very 
threſhold ,quomods hoc fieri potest, How can this be fit is a» 
gainſt reaton that a man ſhould enter into bis mothers 
wombe and be borye the ſecond time, Thus the Epicures 
ans diſputed againſt the worlds Creation. 94 molitio, 
qua ferramenta, qui oettes, que machine, qui miniſtri tan- 
#; operis fuerunt ? what matter had God to worke on, 
what 
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what tooles and inſtruments to worke with, what aid 
and afſiſtance? if nu preexiſient matter,no coadinwuant in- 
ſiruments, how could the fabrike of heauen and earrh 
be reared?you ſce out of what (choole this argument iz 
caken, Thus for the reſurreQtion of the body, ſome wil! 
iy, Q40modo ſuſcitantur mortus? How can the dead be 
raiſed, or 1i raiſed, with what bodies ſhal! they aps- 
peare? The ſoule departs from the body, the buuy re « -,,. a; 
curnes to earth, that earth nouriſhes the graſle, thar 113 
grafle feeds ſeucrall ſheepe and oxen, thoſe ſheepe fe- "I þ 
uerall men, in ſeucrall places. Here Reaſon lofts ic 
felte,and knowes not where to ſecke the body info ma- 
ny paſiages and tran{migrations: and wanting the 
chreed of faith ro extricate and winde it ſeltc out of 
es labyrinth, concludes peremptorily with the Sad 
_ duces, Nor eſt Reſurret#io, There is no reſurtedton, 
The Apoſtle calls theſe men, men of corrupt watnges, 
toras Corrupt places produce venomous and {lrange 
) WW creatures; ſo doe theſe men monſtrous and dannable 2 5.1408 
hercfhes. The Trintty of Perſons, yet the Yaity,of Ej/ence ; f: 1s : | 
the Relation of Father and Sonne, yet a Coetermity;the hy- THEN) | 
Po[raticall Paiou of ewo Natures, yet onePerion : AZy/te- 
112 tremenda or admirauda, non ſcrutanda : Myſlerics tobe 
trembled at and adored, being deLatcd and diſputed by 
preſunptuous reaſon, hauc bene quite denyed, The 
Poet ſpeaking of the deiltuction of Sogome,was afraid 
toname the ſinne for which it was deſtroyed , leſt hee 
ſhould reach it: Tam afraid to tame particular nere- 
fies , left whileſt I ronch them , I fhould reach them; 
knowing our natures are fitter to receive what 15 falle, 
£20 concerne what is truce, One thing is worth our 
obſcruing, that in the firſt Article ofthe reed wiicrce 
1nthoſe myſteries of ich are contained, wears to bor 
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ceve that God is the Father Almighty, and I find no 6+ 


ther of his attributes mentioned : This 1s that which 


{1pports 2!Ithe building, and makes vs beleeve what 
WE Cannot fee, and adore what we cannot underſtand, 
aga'nft a; reafonings, dzba:ements, difputations, and 
oproſitions whatſocuer, 
Ko; pledge not ſanctified with the grace of hamlity, 
* tru thalt orger of theſe baſtards, Pyomaleondotes 
pon lis owne fame, XN rcifius vpon his owne ſha- 
;& WE VPON OUT ow n fancies and apprehenſions, 
[ id t * Scypent climbing yvoon no trecin the Garden 
brit che tr 20 of knowledge. Arrins was a fit inſtrument 
for Sata, whoſe learning raughthim ro juggle,and by 
adding a letter to ouerthrow an Article. Knowledge 
rich the Apoſlle) puſfeth vp, and vnnarurall /well;ngs 
ana tumours are the ſymptomes and forerunners of Gc- 
{perare diſeaſes, If we had che tongues of mes and 49- 
gels, it Kaas the gitt of ' prophecy , and ynderſtood all 
myſterio , and all know! edgc, andhauc not humility 
__ ;bor Jin all ro the edifying of the Cherch,all is no- 
thing : vet ſich a nothin? as that at the | DCgINNINg Ollt 
of which all thin gS WCre made, aworid of errours and 
hNerciics bei; 2g created our of rhis Nothing, * Adanye- 
ons ting It 15 waen men know only tor this end, 7 
FP zant, thatthey may know : for then their knowledge 
vanithes into the aire of curio/iry, and their curioſity into 
1: fire of hereſie, And os dangerous it is when men 
4 ow for this end. Nt ſciantur, tharth 2ey inay de known, 
this is Vazne-plery , Winch Hke Eroſtratus, will not ſpare 
to burne a Templ: th: it it may vetalktof, This 's tizat 
whici: hath couer=d the face of the Church at this day 


dy gti 


with the water: of ſtrife, thithath confounded cur lay- 
guage, and turned Bethel into Babel, the houſe of God 
into 


I» 


Neabs Done. 7 
iatoa houſe ofconfafion, Its ſaid of the Bohemians and 
Hanzartans, that tacy nave {o many Opinions amnongtt bo lev 
them, thattnacy agree in Not4ng out in their orron a= 

_ gainſt thePope ; Iwoutdto God we did agree 1n this, 

| And though Epiram v0 again!t 2/anaiſes, ard Manadſſes 
againft Ephraim, and botb againit 2@dab ; verliet Aſanſ- 

| ſes, and Epraim,a2nd !udih entera holy leagueagainitt 

| the commen ememie Let Sena 77 wſerentia, Science & 
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conſtrence mectogetiier, and kifſe each other, Other- 
; wife, as we fay,Scientia non habet intmiees nijt ienorantes, "vt 8 
ſo Eccleſia non habtt inimicos nijticientes, Leaiming hath i < 
n no enemies bur the ignorant, and the Church none(or 4þ 38 
| none ſo dangerous) eacmiesas the learned, Ir is better ij - ae 
: to bury our talentin anapkin and not to imploy it for 7 * 
] our Maſter, then to imploy 't agarnſ? our Maſter, 80h 
- Theſe ſpxrigns and zlegitimate opinions ifſue out of fl 
- the wombe of coneronſaeſſe, The ſmoke is ſaid to ariſe out Lone of the 
| of a bottoraleſſepit, All thole Additions, and Traditions, World. 
y" MW" and Spperad:ificatiens inthe Church of Rome, ariſe out $492 + 
» of the bottomleſſe and inſatiable deſire of riches. Hence ,, _. ; 
t Babylen is called the mother of harlots: an old Bawd | 
a that proſtitutes her daughters particular Charches, tor 
t a reward; and betrayes her religion for {ome pee- 
4 ces of filser, This is that which the Apoſtle ſaith, The 
C loue of zzony is the root of all euil, which ſome coueting 2 7-510 | 
0 after, hue ered from the faith. Take a view in ſome * 2 : 
n particulars. As firſt in Pardons and Indulgences:which 
N exre:d to finnes paſt, preſent, anc to come, tO our ſelues, : 
rc to our children, for more yeeres ( if 5ou will pay tor it ) ; 
at then the world in all likelthood can endure, As alſo in 
y their workes of Supererogation ( or Supecrarrogation 
n- rather) he that will bring #reaſare ro the Church ſha!l 
7d haue a ſhare in the over.plzs of the Saints merits, which 
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were more than needed for their owne ſaluation, out 
of the Churches #reaſurie, If there Saints were living, 
& knew as muchas they know now, that the righteous 
can hardly be ſaucd; I belceve, they would fay as the 
wiſe virgines did to the tooliſh, who would hauc had 
pait of rlzcir ojzle : vet /o, leſt rhere bee yot enough 
for vs and you, But of al! inventions Purgater 
is their Diana, and vrings molt grift vato rheir mils. 
For money they will deltuer a {oule our of thoſe ima- 
ginary flames: buta man hacneed haveas much faith 
zs willremooue zenntarmes to beiecue it, Thus this 
wan of finne ike Sat Peter, (whoſe ſuicceſſour he pre- 
tends to bee) angles onely for fich fith as hauc their 
mourhes full of filker: but volike our $aujour ( whole 
Vicar he profeſles himſclfe to bec) who cals, Yenite non 
haventes, Come to the waters ye that haneno money, 
Thus wee have ſecne the warty of dodrine like Chriſt 
crucificd amongſt theeues, and how the ſonnes of 
Aaron have preſumed to bring ſtrange fire to Gods Al. 
far ; weenow deicend to theſecond cnemy, that is a 
Schiſmaticke. 

It wasa good obſeruation of Tacitzs, concerning the 
conqueſt the Romanes £07 ouer the Britaines : Nee aliud 


* quicquam aduerſtys walidijimas gentes pro nobis wiilin: 


quam quod in commune non cnſulant. Rarus ad propulſan- 
um commune periculumconnentts,Cy ita dum pugnant ſin- 
euli, unincrſti oincuntyy ; Nothing auailed vs more a- 
painſt thoſe waritce Nations, than want of Common 
counceils, to withſtand commen dangers ; and fo fighting 
in diſtracted companies, they were all overcome, I 
feare me our owne acriiontes,and diſtractions fomen- 
ted by violent ſpirits, (whom neither the bounds of 
Modeſtie, nor Charitic can circumſcribe) wilt let in a- 

| | gaine 


Noabs Done. 9 


gaine the Sea of Rome vpon vs, There are Fopples Ge.15. 10,1, 


which Biy abroad into all places, falling and feeding 
vpon diuided Saerifices : and imitating their Maſter, 
takes the aduantage of time; ſeducing Exe, when ſhee 
and ner Huband were alunder, And this is the vnhap- 
pineſic of the Churchat this time ; Twins ſtruggle to» 


ccther in her wombe, and Jike the franticke PhiliSines 1 Sam. 14.16. 


we beat downe one another, turning our ſwords into 
our owne bowels, Thar great Schiſme betwixt the 
Eaſtzrne and Wetterne Churches was about the obſer- 
uation of a day; That there ſhould be an Eaﬀer day 
was agrecd on all {1des,but cencerning the day was the 
difference, The Greeke Churches obſcruing the four- 
teenth day of the firſt Moone; the Zatzze tie Sabaoth 
next following : and this grew to ſuch animeſities, and 
heart-butnings, that Yicfor then Biſhop of Rowe, pro- 
ceeded to excommunication of ſuch as ſhould thinke 
otherwiſe, The caſe is the ſame, wee agree in the /#6- 
{[tance, the difference is in circnmFance, yet luck 15 the 
violenceand bitterneſſe on all fides, that wee doe not 
only ai//entire, but (as the School-man ſpeaxs)arſcerda- 
re; that is, if we be ajueys in opinion one from another, 
we grow adaerſe in affeftion one to another,cucn as the 
Apoille faith, to the torſaking of the aſſembling our 
ſe}es rogether, Some make rhe ground of the quarre), #57-20-55 
the Geuernment and Ceremontes of the Church,afteting I Cereme- 
2 Paritie inthe one,& a Neallitie of the other. If we looke mes. 

no Heauen, wee ſhall inde many manſions, Argels 

3nd 4rch-angels : 1f we deſcend to the Firmament, we 

tal feethar one Strayrre differs from another in glory, 
and that God hath made ſome great /wminaries, not 
only to ſoine, but by thcir ſhining to governe z as rhe 
Exnne to rule the day, and the Moone to goucrne the 
2 night: 


w 
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Mol: navin cucry comment we finde a predominant Cltdn 
lice, And (hall chere be an Order and diltin&ion in ali 
rings, and dfaraer and confaſion in the Ciurch only? 
Letrhefs men begia in their owne houſes, and ſuffer 
Hagar © fnare tlie gaucrnment of the houſe with Sara, 
and thn they will {ze tne inconucniences of Paritic, 
Gn, 21, To, and be conſtrained to proceed to a caſ{ing out of tix 
bond- woman and her fonne. And as for Ceremonies 
in vVefnres, geftures, Or any rituall obſergances, ( though 
I thinke them to bee like the Meridian, variable accor- 
ding tothe difference oftimes and places: ) yet it is a- 
greed onall ſides, that the Church cannot be without 
the vie of ſome Ceremonzes;zand if any, then thoſe which 
by Antiquitie and Cuſtome are eſtabliſhed, vnleſſc ſome 
publique and notable inconuenience irnforce the con- 
trary, The love of things arcient. argues a ſtayednefle: 
but leuitie, and want of experience makes men apt for 
innouation, That which Anrquitic hath contrined, and 
Cu/tome continued, and Coxſent of Churches counte- 
naacecd, challengeth allowance of vs that ſucceed, al- 
though it could ſay nothing in its owne defence, That 
which is zew,ifit do not promiſe much,feares condem- 
nation before triallzrill triall, no man doth truſt it, what 


good ſoeuer it pretend, or promiſe, So that in this 


| kinde there are few things knowne to be good, till ſuch 
time as they grow to be ancient. I dcfire not to diſcuſſe 
this any further, That which is appliable to the Text, 
1s, that thereare alwaics ſuch, as oppoſe the Church in 
her decent Ceremonies, which oppoſition declares it 
ſelfe in virulent and maligning ſpeeches, to the breach 
of Yate with the Church, and Charitie amoneft our 
ſclues, For this is the nature of ſuch quarrels,that they 


ſpread the fartheſt, all men preſuming themſclues _ * 
. alike 


Noahs Done. 


alike intereſſed in Religion : ar dare more hotly proſe- 

cuted and purſued than other ſirifes, for as much as 

coldnefle, which in other contentions may be thoughe 

to procced from a diſcreet ywderation, will be here 

conſtiued want of zeale, Hence is it that ſo many ha- 

uving -eale, but not according to knowledge, baue thruſt 

their Oares into this boat, and imbarqued themſelues 

in this quarrel}, To conclude this, let eurry man ſtu- 

dicro be quiet, and ſolong as wee 2greein the greater 

thinss of the Law, let vs not fall out about mint and cum- 
mIne_. 

The ſecond root of Bitterneſſe is diftcrence in opini- 2 

on concerning Teaczers, The Apoltle reckons this vp Difference of 
amongſt Sciſmes, I heare that thereare ule, dinif1- 0P171108 Cons 
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ons among you, inthat one ſaith he was of Pagl, ano- cerning Tea- + TI&> 
ther of Zpollo, another of Cephas, that is, ( as wee may chers. Bs bb 
colle& out of the Apoſtles reprehenſion in the next 12 Cor.:.ac, 72, 1 Fl ik di 
words,) this man called himſelfe a Paulrnian, another ns, in PURE: 

"i * himſelfe an Apoloncan, ancther himſelfe a Cephz#7z for ,. S' ! > BENS | 
ſayes the Apoſtle, was Pan{crucificd for you? or were * HH | 
you baptized in the name of Pawl? It is a dangerous 404 | 

| thing to pinne our faith vpon another mans ſleeve, inan $7 


ouer-weening conceiteither of his Learnme,or Holineſſe: $1... 40 
for then iis 3f/e dixit,his bare word ſhall exalt and ad- Y:: 
nance an errour without any giin-iaying, and hall 
6nd thoſe that will inr.are tn vera magiſiri,aſſent before 


ww 


Fo 


ener examine, i hole varieties of gpinioms amonglt the 
Friers PrOCecd out of an ouer-high conceit ofthoſethar 
firlt inſtituted their Order:and theſe brovies and pap2r- 
warres betwixt the Latherans and Calniniſts,(amongſt 
whom more bookes have beene writren fome yeares 
oneapainſt another, than by ther both againſt the Pa» 
pits . Jiu ut of this fountaine, Thev were two men 

whom 
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whom all generations ſhallcall bleſſed, and I may ſay 
ofthem as Chriſt of che woman,they haue powred ſuch 
precious ointment vpon the dody of Chriſt, that is,his 
Church, that wherefocuer this Goſpelt ſhall be prea- 
ched, that which they haue done and ſpoken, ſhall be 
told for a memoriall of thei, I could willingly ſprinkle 
more flowers of commendation vpon theſe dead bo. 
dies, as being men induced with extraorairary gifts ace 
cording as tae exizences and emergences of thoſe times 
and places wherein they lined, required, Theſe were 
adored by the idolatrous multitude , making them 
Pepes whilſt they aſcribed to them infalizvility of tudge- 
ment, Two Germaines meeting together, fell into dif- 
courſe of their profeſſion and religion: one proteſted 
imſcife to be of Door Martens religion, and the other 
vowed, he was of Dodfor Luthers profeſſion, when Mar- 
tin and Luther was all one, his name being Mariin L- 
ther : and ſuch was the opinion of Maſter Caluin at Ge- 
ea, that ſome would not ſticke to ſay they wouid 
heare him, though Paxl was preaching at rhe ſame 
time in the Citic, VVhere wee ſee, ſuch as are prepol- 
ſeſfſed with preiudging thoughts, firſt reflect vpon tlie 
May, and then vpon the doiZ:ive, And this is that hatly 
crumbled Relizzon into ſo inany ſects, and (which is la- 
mentable) deueſted vs of the glorious name of Chri//;- 
as, cucry man calling himſelte afterthe name of them 
with whom he ſides in theſe controuerties, and in this 
weare Ana-Baptiſts, Let vs know Trath is not to be 04 
ucrborne with awtherity,though it reliſh ofa great deale 
of Learning 2nd Holinefle : and that the zznifold wi/- 
dome of God in the variety of Gifts is to ſatisfic varictic 
of affetions, to the perfecting of the Saints, tor the 
worke of the Aniſtery,tor the edifying(not rending)the 
body of Chriſt. There 


Neoabs Done. 
There is yet another root of b:tterneſſe behinde, 


which is conceit of too much ſandity, which boggles at Conceit of tog 
the blemiſbes and corraprions of the Church, and thisnot pyych boli» 


13 
3 


onely to a vocal, buta locall ſeparation, Thele are worle yeſſe, 


thin the Papiſts, who call the Church of Englanda 
New-Church, thefe condemne it for a No-Charch, I con- 
tcſſe indeed that we area finfull Natton, a people laden 


with iniquity, a ſeed of cuill doers, children that are cor. £9 4 


ruptcrs: wehauetorſaken the Zora, and provoked the 


Hoy One of Ifrac] to anger, Mcn that haue blemiſhes, rays 


off:r the Bread of our God ; men blcniſhed in their 
opin:on,, in their Doctrine z blemiſhed in their Lines, in 
their conxer/ation, are admitred to lacrificeat Gods 
Altar ; Sothatthey hauethis aduantage, confilentem re- 
am : But now lct vs ioyne inthe 1ſſue, Is a corrupt man 
a falſe man, or no man at all becauſe corrupt. Shallcor= 
raptions euacuatethe bei g ofa Church where the true 
word of God is preached, and the ere Sacraments are 
adminiſftred > Ve hue forſaken God , yet my people 


ill; Ay people haue committed rwo cuils, they hane ,,,. .. 


fortaken me, &c, Yer God would not forſake them, 
God hath not put our che light of the Goſpel, nor rc- 
moued his Candle/ticke, nor ſent vs a bill of djworce, and 
therefore thoug}: .. corrapt, yet a true Church ſtill, Tea 


lalem was a holy city, though the moſt holy place in it, _ 
(the Temple) was a den of theenes, VVhat Church euer © 


breathed in ſo pure an aire that it might not 1uſtly 
complaine of lome thicke and vawholeſome vpours ? 
What place on earth can priuiledge vs from finne, 
win Paradiſe a type of heaven, nay heauen it ſelte was 
not free fioin itz What Sen#nary is there 2gainft temp» 
ration, when the Deuill makes choile of 2 pinacle of the 


Temple? Who can efcape, when Satan ſtands ar the 
| C right 
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righthand of 79{þuz the High Pciclt who ſtood before 
the Angel? So that theſe men ſceke for that which 
they ſhall neucr fiade,namely Perfeion,it is long ſince 
ſhe left vs, and ſhedwels onely wich God, who dwcls 
in light iwaccefſible to any mortall eye, Ler them ſay, 
what hath wrought in themſach a degree of ſanity; 
if our mini/tery, why doc they leaue vs? If not, God 
hath wrought vpon them by ſome extraordinary mancr 
where he hath eſtabliſhed ordinary mcanes, which is not 
probable. Be it ſo then that our Church hath ſome ble- 
miſhes, yer ſhe hathnotloſt her face; though ſhee bee 
blacke, yet ſhe hath ſome comeclinefle, Whom there- 
fore we can, let vs amend; whom we cannot, let vs tole- 
rate; butin any caſc let vs beware of being ſo vnnaru- 
ralland inturious to our Aether, as to flie from her. 
Say ſhe were poore,ragped,weake, lay ſhe were deformed; 
yet is ſhe nor infectious : Or if ſhe were, yet is ſhe owrs, 
and therefore we are topity her, and pray for her, 

The Church is compared to a woman with childe, 
pained to bee deliuered, The time off conception was 
the deliuering of the promiſe, The ſeed of the woman 
ſhall breake the Serpents head. The quickeniwg,was the 
renewing of that promiſe to the Patriarchs, that 11 
their ſced all the Nations ſhould be blcfled. In Danre!s 
time, and ſo forward wee ſeeher begin to count how 
many weekes ſhe ſhould goe with this promiſe, and at 
laſt when thoſe weekes were expired , andthe fulne//e 
of time come, ſhe was deligered of a man child. But 
there we ſee alſoa red Dragon defcribed with many 
heads and hernes, who laboured to make the woman 
miſcarry , which when hee could not doe, hee wat- 
ches the time of her travel}, that he might deuoure 
the childe ſo ſoone as he was borne but the childe be- 


ing 


N oahs Doue, 


ing caughtyp to God, and his Throxe; hee proceeds to 
make watre againft the remnant of the womans ſeed, 
ſuch as kept the commandements of God, and had the 


tcltimony of Jeſus Chriſt, The meaning of all is this: | 


The woman is the Church, the Man«=childe is Chri#f, the 
Dragon 1s the Dewill, who begins with the woman ſo 
loone as cuer ſhe had conceiucd the promile, ſtirring 
vp Cam againſt his righteous brother Abel; when God 
had giuen Adam Seth in hisroome, the father of the 
ſons of God, the Deuill ſeduces them with the dawgh- 
ters of men, with the poſterity of Cain; that God might 
deſtroy then allby ſome common calamity, as he did 
indeed by a deluge: Burt God mindfull of his promiſe, 
relerues Noah, (one whom he had found righteous)and 
his family ; which Satan perceiuing, heecaſts a cloud 
of ignorance and idelatry ouer the whole world: bur 
God deliuers Abrahams out of the power of that dark» 
nefſe, and cals him out of the houſe of his idolatrous fa- 
ther, and renewes the promiſe to him. The Deuill per- 
cciuing all this while that God changed not his purpole, 
he ceaſes to play the Serpent, and begins to bea Dra- 
gon exerciſing all his pewer againſt *braham and his 
poſterity, Firſt, he ftirres vp Pharaoh the King of Egypt 
to {11y all their malc children, and to detaine them in 
his countrey : whenthe Lord had brought them forth 
by a mighty hand, he perſwades Pharaobto follow after 
them, and cut them off before they ſhould paſſe out of 
his borders:but che Lord is their gw/de to leade them,8& 
their God to fight for them. Being cometo the skirts of 
the land of Canaan, there the Canaanites, / mmonites, A- 
malckites, Philiflines, &y6. all bend themſelues together 
to. deſtroy them; Butbeing entred, and religion efa- 
bliſhed,he flirs vp the Kings of the 4/ſyriaws, Sulmonaſar 
C 2 eſpecially, 
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eſpecially, who leads the ten tribes captiue z aſter 
that Nebuchadnezzar, who tals vpon Tuds that remii 
ned. Butyet the holy Natien conid not thus be exrin- 

| d raiſ1 he good ſpit of G 

guiſhed, God raiſing vp the good fp1it of Cyr to 
diſcharge them, ſo they returne out of cavtiuty ; be- 
ing returned, 4#tiochu ang others fall von them with 


great cruelry, as we ſee thorowout the whole hi//ory of 


the Machabees, Thus we ſee what porrer und policy the 
Deui!! vſcd that the woman might iniſcarry. Burr! 


falneſſe of time being come, G od ſent lis Sexne made 


ofa woman, whoenen in his ſfiwadimg clothes was pers 
ſecuted by Herod : but having eſcaped his fury , the 
Seribes and Phayiſees hunt him vp and downe like a pay. 
tridzevpon the mounraines, till they had apyrehended, 
crecified, and baryed him with a ſtone rolled vpon 
the mouth of the Szpulchre, But God leanes not kis 
ſoul: in hell, neither ſuffers his hoiy One to ſee Corrup- 
tions the ſnares of d:athare broken, and he e{capes as a 
bird out of rhe net of the fowler, afcendingvpoan tlic 
wings of his Dzuingty tothe right hand of his Father. 
The Dragon perceiuing all his endeuours hitherto tv 
be vatne a2d fruicleſſe, and that Chriſt had entre hc:- 
uen, a ſanfFuary from all temptations and perfecut:. 


07.5 3 he applies himſelte to warre with the remnant of 


thewomans ſeed that were remaining vpon the earth, 
ſtirring vpthe Romane Emperoutrs for the ſpace of 
three huadred yeeres together, to extinguiſh with ex- 
quifitetorments,ſuch ashad the teſticony of Chriſt Ie- 
ſus. But rhe Church like a Fine ſpreading and inlarging 
its branches the more for prunixe, le ſends out thepale 
Horſe, whoſe Rider is called Death, becauſe Herefie and 


Tyranny meeting together in him, he brings all manzer 


ofdeath, death of the /ople by the one, and death of the 


boly 


ta a a<>S i_ 
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vody by the other. Tn the Churches Zecany we tovne Palſe 
dottrine and herefie, with Sedition and prinie Conſpiracie ; 
and pray God ro de'tuver vs from then, If I might aſ- 
{i9ne the Pope a place, it ſhould be berw:xt them, and 
ſo I haue read it harh beenc done in fome ancient Leta- 
nies. The City of Romerwas at the firft founded in loud, 
Fraterno primi maduerunn! ſanonine mari, Romalas (laying Auguſt.deciu.nu 
his brother Remws, that he might citibliſh the gouern- 5525-0975: 
ment vpon himſelfe only. Thc Papacy alfo had the ſame 
foundation, Prgcas laying the firit tone when hee had 
ſlaine his Lord and Empcrour 47aur7t7zs, And that Or- 
der of Locufts, which fly abroad into all quarters, {war- 
ming in the chambers of Nzbles, »nd in the Courts of 


Kings, was irſtiruted by Jenatzus Loyola, a maimed ſoul. 


diour; Es docrmenta dats qua ſitis orieine nati, They 
hew our of what recke they were hewen, and outof 
wharpze they were taken ; witncfTe that proditerious and 
#:farious intendment (and God be thanked it was no 
more)to deſtroy in a moment Rem, Rererm, Regimen, Re- 
cionem, Religionem, thc King, the Charch, the Court, the 
Countrey, the whole Common-wealth, To conclude this, 
we hauc muliiphed our fiines aboue all that were before 
vs, and wee can <xpe4 nothing but that God ſhould 
multiply his punithmenrts vpon vs: yet lct vs pray with 
Dawrd to fal: into the hands of God whoin the middeſt 
of 1wdgement remembers merciczand not into the hand 
of theſe men, whoſe very mercees are crael, Let vs pray 
God to keepe the Rod 11 his owne hand, andro vie the 
Sword with his owvne arme, as he hath done in Plagues, 
Peitilence and Famrne,aud not put it into therrs,who wil 
neucr ſay, as God did to his deſtroying Angell z 1s & 
enonzh, put vp thy ſword: ſo ſhall we {ing prayles to his 
name, and ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord that hath not vinen vs 1/41... 
| G3 ouer 
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oner for a prey totheir teeth, And to wee are deſcended 
from 1crs{alems certaine trouble, tn lersſalems uncertain 
peace; !eraſalem cannot alwaies hauc peace, neither 
doth the peace it hath, laſt alwates, 

If tersſalem had neuer Peace, we ſhould thinke God 
were careleſſe and regardleſſe of his Church : it 7eruſa- 
lems peace laited alwaies, we ſhould thinke there were 
no other heaves, nor reward reſerucd till hereafter and 
therefore the wi/aome of God which doth dionere om- 
nia ſuauiter, diſpoſe all things ſweetly , exerciſes his 
Church with an #nterconrſe and wzciſarade of reſt and 
trouble. In Heawen there is a continaall reſt and ceſſati« 
on from all Iabours,and therefore God calls ir his Reff: 
In Hell there is nothing but terrour,forment, and trouble, 
and thercfore it is called fees, which ſignifies a vio- 
lent concuſſion, and perturbation : but in the Church they 
are intermingled,like aday in Aprill,fome ſhower;,ſome 
ſun-ſhine : or likea man in an Age, that hath ſome l#- 
cidainteraalla,ſome comfortable houres,fometime of brea- 
thing and reſpiration ; ſome cold fits of fpiritaall deſerti- 
on, and ſome hot fits of perſecution, Now with 1onas ſhe 
ſits in the arbour of peace, ſhaded and ſhrowded from 
the heat of the Sunne : anon, the gourd is withered, the 
Sunne beats vpon her,and ſhe complaines of her black- 
yeſſe. Neither muſt wee impute this toany tyrannicall 
wantonneſſe in God, as though he delighted ro haue vs 
paſſe thorow the fire vnto him ; but to our owne xats- 
rall weakneſſe, who by lying ſtill gather ruft,and muſt of 
neceſſitie be caſt into the fire that wee may be ſcoured, 

The children of 1/rael had their times of peace,and their 
times of warre, and it was their Peace that begor their 
pWarre, for as ſtanding waters they corrupred, forget- 
ting the Rocke.oftheir Samation, not chinkivg on, nor 
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thanking God for the mightic things hee had done for 
them : and then God proceeds to letting bloud, that 
he might reCtific the diftemper,and preuent greater in- 
conueniences, VVhen the Romans had ouercome the 
Carthaginians, their laſt and worſt enemies ; they began 
to promiſe to themſelues perperuall ſafetie : but one 
(among the reſt) made anfwer,now we areout of dan. 
ger, we are inthe greateſt danger (a ſtrange, but a true 
Paradox) for before we had enemies to ouercome with 
our valony and induZfry, but now we ſhall be ouercome 
with ca/e and /en/ualitie. It is true of the Church, that 
ſhe is neuer i» danger, but when ſhee is out of danger, 
as we may ſce in the Primzrive times, ſhee neuer had 
more Pease with God, than when ſhee had warres with 
the world, neuer more purity,than when leaſt /aferze, It 
is obſerued of the French that they are of ſuch fiery and 
working ſpirits, that if they haue peace with others, in. 
afew yeares they fall to cixz{{ wars amongſt themſelues: 
itwas ſo in the Primitize Church, when the ſiyord of 
perſecution was ſheathed, they began to crumble into 
diuifions, & their peace did vſher in corruprions both 
of life and dorine. Hence the Apoſtle tells vs, that 
then that mvy#ery of iniquitic began to worke, yet the 
man of finne and ſonne of perdition ſhould nor declare 
himſelfe rill ſuch time as hee that hindred was taken a- 
way, which was the Romane Empire that exercilcd the 
Church with continual atfictions.So that ſhe may ſay, 
perierams niſi perijſſem, I had periſhed, if Ihad not pe- 
riſhed ; periſhed inthe whole, if not periſhed in ſome 
members,For as the cutting off a meber ſtrengthens the 
reit chat remaine; ſo the cutting off of ſome, was the ix» 
grafting of others, but the frengthening ot all, 
Againe, Gracenot cxcrcued, or ftired vp, loſes 
part 
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7 part of her vigour, and by contzneance of peace growes 
remifle and carelefle 5 the Sunne makes a man caſt otf 
his cloake, a ſtorme makes him wrap himlclte in it, 
Spices neuer exhale fo ſweet a finell , as when bra. 
fed ina morter the fire rever burnes fo hor as in the 
coldeſt weather, nor ſtarres ſhine but in a darke night, 4- 
wake O North-wind, and come tiron South, and blow won 
my Garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow: Sometiines 
God cals vnto the South-wind, the comfortable gales 
of the Goſpell, to breath vpon a foule deiected and dit- 
quieted with zealonſies, and /#/þitions of Gods mercic 
ſomecimes tothe North-wind, the terrors of the Law, 
to conſternate and caſt downe him that is exalted with 
daring and preſumpruous conceits: or ſometimes to 
the South-wind, that is, to the warme and refreſhing 
ſhowres of peace and plenty, which make the ſpices 
grow in this garden : ſometimes to the North-wind, 
that is, tothe guſts of tria'], rempration, perſecution, 

martyrdome,&c.which carry abroad the {mec]! of theſe® 
ſpices into all places, And they ſay,that fide of a Tree 

which is expoſed to the North,beiag laid ina building 
proues more firme and durable than any other: ſure [ 
am, tribulation ſtrengthens and intends our graces, 
awakening them as Chriſt did his Diſciples, left they 
ſhould rurne to ſleeping havits, calling them forth to 
act adextremiun actinitatrs, to the vtmoſt of their abi- 
lities, | 

3 Againe, God will not continve her peace alwayes, 

7'0 weane her that her affections may be raken off of things that arc 
from the loue below, andeleuated and raiſed to thoſe things which 

#f the world, arc at Gods right hand for cuermore, Ve may ſayot 

peace, as coinmonly we ſay of faire weather, Ti p:tyis 


ſhoald ave any barme z yer ſuch is the beauty, and agree- 
ablencilc 


C4'1.4.16: 


ableneſſe of it to our natures, that like Abſalon it ſtcales 
away our hearts, and doth either dinerr, or diminiſh our 
affections to heautly things. Hence it is that God puts 
ſich keene muſtard vpon the breaſts of the world, thar 
we may be weaned from it; & feeds vs with onions and 
garlike in the Egypt of this world, that we mighr deſire 
our Exod and tranſmigration into Canaan , where 
there areriucrs of milke and hony. He ſuffers the world 
to beat vs, and miſuſe vs like a cruel! ſtepmother, that 
we may reme ber 7er#/alem which is aboue,the Mother 
of vs all, S*, .4uguſtine frectly, Ecce turbat mundua, or 
amatuer : quid fi trangaillts e/jet ? formoſo quomodo hereres, 
qui fic amplecFeris fardum ? flor ex ets quomodo colligeres,qut 
a /þmrs nox reuocas manum ? 1i welouc the world when 
it15 rough and troubleſome : what {nould we doe it it 
werecalme 2 how thould we imbrace her if beautifull, 
who loue her when ſhe is aged , and deformed > how 
ſhould wee gather ro/es, were there any ; that cannot 

,kceepe our hands from gathering thornes. And S*, 4m- 
broſe tels vs , that Chriſt made his laſt will and Teſta- 
ment vpon the dearh-bedof his Crofle, and bequea» 
thed his body to the Icwes, his ſoule to his Father, Pa- 
radiſe to the theete, Hce!l ro the finneryhis croſſe to the 
penirent , but perfecuticn to his Church; according 
to that, Yobs datum e/t, to you it is ginen, not onely that 
you ſhould belecuc 1 Chriſt, but ſuffer for Chriſt, Su Phy. :, 
that if we binde vp cheic earcs1nto one ſheafe, that an 
interchange of re{t and trouble, preſerues vs from {tn, 
quickens our graces, and weanes vs from the world, 1 
hope the Church may fay wit! Daara, It is good for me. 
that 2baue veene afflicted. 


Ad as the Churches wecr/;ie, Tothe glory of God &942:97), 


reauires it, When Clri't rol and forctold Peter ofhis 
D ſufferings 
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ſufferings, this ſaiththe Texr, ſpake Icſus ſignifying by 
Ln 2407 5, what death he thouldglorifze God ; We glorific God in 
| our !in2s, we glorthe him 1n our deaths; when we line 
after his word, or when we dic foy his word,yet more in 
this, than inthe other, When with 19b wee truſt in the 
Lord though he kill vs, wee d:clare that God is true in 
11s promiles, worthy in his a&tions, & ſo amiable in his 
carbuſi210.21- nature,that Moriendum porrus, quam ab eo recedendwum : 
15 Wee inuſt dic rather than depart from him. And the 
patience, and conſtancy of the Church in her ſuffrings, 
hane extorted this and the like confeſſion euen from 
the perſecutours, Yere magnre eff Deus Chriſtianorum.., 
Truly great is the God of the Chriſtians; and what 
orcater glory can there be, than that which is cxtorted 
trom an enemy, who will confeſ/enorl1ing but what he 
cannot deny,Thetr rocks # not as our rock, euex our enemies 
Dry? 32.33, themſelues being tudges, faith Moſes. And this glory God | 
will get cither by a powerfull deliverance of his Church | 
2ut of danger, or by a merc:full /apportance of his» IM © 
Church in the midſt of danyer. So then it muſt needs . 


be the height of Gods indignation, where he proces 

E/ap 1.9, to that inthe Prophet J/aiah, Quare peremtiam ? Wy ; 

_ ſhould you be ſmitten any more ? Yox eſt animi non h4- 

| bentis in prompts, quid ſtatuat, & deſperantis faluiew; , 
When God fpcakes thus, tt is as ifhe thould fay, I will 

no longer ſtrive ro reduce you, but leave your to your d 

owne deſperate courles:or to that in the Prophet Ez, _ 

$:2ecb.16.42 dnferam Felum,my icaloufic ſhall deparr foo thee, I « 

will be quiet, and be no more angry : or to rhat inthe " 

Prophet Hoſea, worſe than which God cannor doe, h 

Koſta 41% 8 Nonwiſitabo ſuper filias, I will not puniſh your: D.ugh- " 

ters when they commit whoredome, Horrepdjim eſt in- , 


cidere, ſayes the ApoZtle,it is a feartull thing to fail its 
WG 


} 
n 
e 
n 


oabs Done, 


the hands of the lining God; but Horrendum ef excide. 
ze, furc Tam of all things it is moſt fearetull, when wee 
ta.] out of the hands of the lining God, when God will 
not doe vs ſo much good,as to hurt vs;nor lozevs fo wel, 
as to be angry with ys: It is better that God ſhould 
frowne vpon vs, than not looke at vs; and purſue vs, ra- 
therthan leaue vs to our ſeiues, Danid fayes, Thy rod 
bath comforted mee; there is comfort in this, that God 
will lay his rod vpon vs, and correct vs as a Father, Ha- 
bet Cr amor plag as (nas, lays Ambroſe,Loue it ſelfe hath 

ſtripes 3 not for the perſor, but for the finpe; not toepd 

the one, but amend the other. He that bindes a man in 

his phrenſie, & bears a man in a fit of Falling-ſickneſle, 

is troubleſome to both, yethe loues both, and heales 

both : let thoſe that will, count indulgence and impu- 

nitiea mercy  Iſhall cuer thioke it crwdelis mſericore 

dia, a cruel] mercy, it itbe one; and fhill pray with Da- 


, id, Corrige me Domine, Corret# me O Lord, Icthim han» 


die mee as hee will, ſo hee will but vouchſafe to lay his 
hand vpon mee, for I know God is neuer wore angry 
with a Charch,with a Seule,than when he ſcemes not to 
be angry at all with them z as the waters run the /mos- 
theft, and make leaſt noiſe where they are the deepeſt. 
And thus we ſce the Church like Parad.fe hath a Tree 
of knowledge both of good and euil]: like rhe Yeare, a 
winter,as well as a Summer : like the heauens, a torria, 
as well as a rerperate Zone; and this it is, as an 4rgu- 
ment of Gods loue to his Church, and an infFrument of 
his gloxy by the Church : and fo from 7eruſatems cer- 
taine Trouble, and yncertaine Peace, we are come to 
the third branch in this word Pray. Pray for she peace of 
leruſalew, Cc. 


We reade of Solon and Rowulus that they enacted 
D-2 Lawes 


Pal. 23. 4 
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Lawcs againſt all enormities,fauc Parricide only; being 
as:cd the reaſon why they made none aganlt that 
which of all other was moſt hainous and harctull, an- 
{yered; They thought none could be ſo impor and 
deuoid of naturall aftcRion as to ſlay their Parents: If 
you aske me why Dawid bids vs pray, and telis vs not 
to whom we ſhould dire& our prayers, I anſwer ; hee 
neuer thought any would be ſoabſurd and foolith,as to 
Pray to any ſaue God only, Whither ſhall we goe for 
the pcace oi 1/rael,but to the Keeper of 1/7ael ? ro whom 
ſhall we direct our prayers,bur to him that is /29manuc!, 
G-d with vs,and therefore will helpe vs; tohim thar is 
£1 /ha«dat,a God all-ſufficient, and theretore can iielpe 
vs. I may lay, ] am ſure the Saints deceaſci] cannot 
heare vs 3 or ſuppoſe they may, and doc heare vs, ver] 
am not ſure of it, and therefore cannot pray in Faith, 
and ſo my prayers which I put vp for the pardon of my 


ſinnes, become Szwpes themſelues,for whatfocuer is nct 


of Faith is Sinne. 

Prayer 1s the golde Key that vnlocks all the Cabinets 
both of earthly & heaucly bleſlings,ir is the Hand-maid 
thatis ſo highly honoured, it is the Fauourite of Hea- 
nen, nothing is granted, no not our daily bread, but by 
vercue of its mediation, It is the Catholike dutie, and 
therefore fit for the Catholike Church, extending it 
ſeclfe toall times, toall places, to all men. All other du- 
ties have their time and ſeaſon; there isa day.to heare 
Gods voice, Todajit you willheare his voice,there isa 
aay not to heare it, There is a 7722 to receiue the bleſied 
Sacrament of the body and bloud of Chrift Iefus, and 
there is a tie not to reccine it; fo gf, fayes the Apoſtle, 
as yee doe it, ape, but not ſemper ; of, bur not alwaies, 
Theres a time ro preach,and ir is but a tie; there isa 
11992 


tv 


te 


Noahs Done. 


\ 
1:me to ſpeake, and a te to keepe ſilence, fayes Salg- Ei 3-7, 


mon, Faſting hath but its 8e neither, 1 faſt twice inthe 


weeke, ſayes the Phariſee + but as for prayer it is a duty, £4 18.12, 
omnun horarum;tor all times and ſeaſons, Pray alwates, =1"4 5-13. 
{aich the Apoſtle. And as it is for all times, fo for all pla- / 
ces. Preaching hath irs place, Moſes hath fnch as reade 


him euery Sabbath day , bur ir is in the .Yynagogues, 


Almes-giuing hath bur its place,not in the Synagognes,not 4.15.21, 
in the freets, ſaith Chriſt, but in ſecret : but prayer is an fa 5: 2. 
Pbiquitary, [ will faith the Apoſtle, thar men pray every 1Tim.z.5. 


where. Vpon a mountaine with Moſes, in the depth of the 
ſea with ſons, in a awungron with Jeremre, in a den with 
Damel,night and day, in Gods houſe,in our owne hou- 
ſes; in private, in pubiike ; like that indiuiduum vagum 
which Logitians ſpeake of, not limited to its h{c, and 
zHnc; toany circumitances of Time or Place, And 
as 1t extends tD all times and-places, fo to af per- 
fons alſo, both /ubieFine and obiectine. In all as in its 
ſubieft ; wee know but little on earth, what is done in 
heauen, yet thus much we know, that cuen the Saints 
in heauen pray, Come Lord leſus come quickly. Nay, the 
Reprobate at the day of iudgement, when they can doe 
nothing clic, will pray z bur 1t is to the Mountarnes to fall 
vpon them 8 couerthem, Nay Dz#es in Hell,he prayes 
Abrahi that he may hauca drop of water to coole the 
torment of his rongue., Andas it is-in al,as 11 its (ubrect, 
ſo for al as its ebiee?. My couſel is for the ſimple; my almes 
for the poore;zmy eZate for my chilaren;my faith tor my 
felfe, and therefore in the CreedI ſay 1 beleexez, but my 
prayers for all, 1 exhort,ſaith the 4po/tle, that prayers andl 
ſupplications, and 1aterceſtions be made for all; and 


our Sauzorr hath taught vs when we pray, to fay, Our 1 1m. 


Father : nothing is more caſily beſtowed vpon others, 


TY 
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Peren 29.7, 
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vcr agthking more trunfully than our Prayers, Som e- 
ETACs we v9 5.98 good toothers, bur we are not a- 
blegioperime we arcablerodoeit, yet ſuch is their 
peculltn Ht that iney will nor accept it; Þut Prayer is 
Chat wiych wel ing aiwaics inguy power toheſtow,and 
they noner tt wrzrs torefuſe, Yetas we mult Joc good 
to 47, bur cipeo'atly to the houſhold of faith : ſo though 
wem tr rey tor all to ſome purpoſes, y=t wee muſt pray 
but for ſome co 44 parpoſes, and that ts for Jeruſalem, the 
Citie of God, the place whither the Tribes 1cſortcd to 
c: Il van the Name of the Lord, and theretore we muſt 
preferre 17 in our prayers, as Dawd did in his mirth. 

I tinde that the cuſtome of the 1/raclites was,in what 
ca/e or place foeuer they were, to pray with their faces 
towards 7eru/alem,as we ſee in Daniel kneeling vpon his 
knees,and opening his windowes towards Jeruſalem : 
whenſoeuer we pray, ot whatſoener we pray for, tor our 
ſclucs; whether for our foulecs or bodics z wee are to 
rurne our face, and caſt our eyes in ſome part of out 
Prayer vpon the warts and zeceſſuties of the Church, 
When the /ewes were carried away captiue by Neby- 
chadnezzar , God ſends to them by Jeremie, and com- 
mands chem to ſeekethe peace of the City wherin th:y 
were captiues,and to pray to the Zord tor 1: that in the 
peace thereof they might haue peace. Is there no dit- 
ference betwixt Babylon and lernſalem ? betwixt the be- 
ing in the onc, and the being of the other ? betwixt cap- 
trutie and {bertie? muſt we pray and procure the peace 
of the one, and not open our mouthes for the other ? 
See what ingagements binde vs to crie, and cal!, and 
importune the Lord in the behalfe of 7eruſalews : She is 
our Mother, from whom we haue, if not our being, yet 
our well being; without which it had beene better for 
vs 


[C) 


[C) 


Noabs Done. 


vs ncuer to haue beene. VVe might curſe the wombe 
that bare vs, and the breaſts that gaue vs ſucke, if wee 
had nor becne againe conceiued in the wombe of the 
Church, and applied to her breaſts to ſucke the ſincere 
milke of the Word, whercby we grow vp from babes 
to be perfect Men in Chriſt Ieſus, Now if Saint Augu- 
ftine were neuer well but when he was praying for his 
mother Monica, how ſhould we deny the ſame dutie to 
our Mother the Church > The Church is the glory and 
ornament of a nation, Danid prefers Iudea before other 
coutries, not becauſe of the rjuers of milke & hoyy,but 
becauſe mots Dems in Indea, God was knowne in ury, 
and his Tabernacles were at Salem, Little Bethlehem :d- 
uances her head among(t the principall Cities, becauſe 
watus Dems in Bethlehem, God was borne in Betblebons., 
and there rooke vpon him the tabernacle of our fleth, 
The We#erne part of the world is a land, out of whoſe 
bowels we may igge gold and filuer, the Eafternepait 
is like Edrn, the Garden of God, abound ng with fruits 
and ſpices: yerbeing withour Godin the world, wan« 
ting th. Bells of Aaron, and the Word and Sacraments, 
the y are dut miſera vles thoughthey abound with gold 
and iluer, yet they haue no golgen Canaleſtickes, no fal- 
#er Trumpets to aflemdle the Convregation, El heares 
of the diſcomfiture of the hoſt of Iſrael, & of the ſlaugh- 
t-rof in5two ſfornes, though not withour przefe it is 
lizely, yet without amazement : but when heheares that 
the are was taken, he tailes from his {ear, being ſur- 
p'1-1 with ſudd: n aZoni{bment, and breakes his necke 
backward; and his d: ughter being with childe, her 
paines come vpon her, and no fooner brings ſhee Ncr 
chile into the world, but ſhe her ſelfe goes our of the 


world, calling the naine ofthe chiide Ichabsd, that is, 
The 


Erxnvars, Th. t. 


W9 
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The giory is departed from 7/rael, for the Arke is taken, 
Sodeare and pretious inthe eyes of thoſe Saints was 
the ſafetic ot the Arke,which was a type of the Church, 
and a teſtimony of Gods preſence, When the 1/raclites 


tacamped in their tourneyes out of «&g9pt, this was the 


manner of it; firtt, the Tabernacle was pitched, and then 
the people was to incampe farre off from it, yet round 
about it: farre off, in teſtimonie of reuerence; round 
2bour, to ſignific the care and reſpect they had of it, 
:hat they would expoic and aducnture themſclues, and 
whatſoeuer they could call theirs, rather than the Ta- 
vernacle ſhouid be indangered. So thatT may lay to 
ou, as the ſeruants of Naamanydid to him, when he re- 
tuſed to waſk in Jordan; My Father if the Prophet Rac 
commanded tnee ſome great thing, oughteſt thou not 
to hauc done it tor the recouery of health? So men and 
bicthren, tuch arc our engagements to the Church, 
thatif God ſhould command vs to fight for it, to dze_- 
for it we ought to doe it : how much more when God 
fayesto vs, onely pray for it, and it ſhall haue peace, 
wich is the laſt thing. 

Theword in the Hebrew comes ofa root,which ſtg- 
nifies 10 accompliſh, to perfect and make wp : the manner 
of their ſalutations was, 7sit peace? and their benedt- 
Hons, Peace be with you; and peace bee to this houſe, 
fs vreas in the Zords prayer comprehends all neceſi. 
:1c5 that conquce to the preſeruation of our natura!! 
ttucs : ſo here Peaze includes v; hatſocuer is neceffarie 
tor the perfecting and accompliſhing of the Churc!), 


as namely reigious Premces, Icarned and zealous Pa-. 


{logrs, thit may barse in their liues, as well as [Sand 133 
- *%s Py L, E 1 -- 1 
their docrine ; conftant and vadaunted Afart?: 5, 11 


11aword, an abundant increaſe of ail ſpirizus! 274995 3 


Noahs Done. 


a fulneſſe offall ſuch gifts, as are any wayes ſeruiceable 

to this purpoſe. Ageſtlans being asked why the Citie of 
Sparta was not walled, (hewes the agreeing and wnani- 

mou Citizens, and ſayes, Hi ſunt cinttatis Sparts menia, 

Theſe are the wals of the citicof Sparta, Ir 1snoeſta- 

bliſhing our peace and ſafetie vpon the ſande founda- 

tions of Conncells, or walling our ſelues in with the ſup- 
poſed certaintic of our owne ſtrength and abilitie ; if 
God plant his Ordnance againſt them, hee can throw 

them downe as flat as thewals of 7ericho : Religion on- 

ly is that nur ahenens, that brazen wall, which keepes 

all in ſafetie, according to that of the Plalmiſt, Rizhre- 


tcauſneſſe and peace kiſſe each other : and S*. 4nguſtine_ - 


cals then d#as ſorores,two ſiſters, he that loues the one, 
ſhall be loned by the other ; forlike Afarie and Martha 


they dwell together vnder one and the ſame roote, 1 


reade that the French in Parliaments & publique mee- 
tings had one appointed, whoſe office it was to ſtand 


"atthe doore, and cry Remember Calice, being then in 


the poſſeſſion of the Englz/þ : It is my office this day to 
put you in minde of our neighbour Churches, which 
lie bleeding vnder the ſword of a mercilcfle enemies 
where we may ſee Jeruſalem a heape of ſtones, and the 
fleſh of the Saints giuen ro be meat vnto the fowles of 
the aire; what ſhall we ſay when Iſrael turnes his backe 
vpon his enemies? ſhall we ſaynothing ? Aſcendamrns 
ju montem, Let vs goe vp into the mountaine, and lifr 
vp our hands with Moſes, that the imalakites may bee 
diſcomfited, Or if this moue vs nor ro pray for peace, 
let vs Jooke how the caſe ſtands at home withvs, where 
wee fee a multitude of vnhappie diuiſtons in the 
Church, weſee that God will not goe out with our ar- 
mies, nor fight ourbartels, we heare of warres and ru- 
E inours 


Z0 
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mours of warrez and if we fight againſt our ſeJues,and 
God againſt vs, and the world againſt vs, what will be. 
come of vs > There remaines but exe refuge, and that 
is Prayer, which hath ſuch an ommnepotexce, that it can 0« 
uercome both God and the world, Let me aloe, ſayes 
God tv Moſes, when he interceded for the people, To 
this letvs flie in theſe extremities ; wee had late and 
comfortable experienceof itin the time of peſtilence; 
Abraham brought downe God by his prayer from fiftie 
t- five, wee by our prayers brought God downe from 
frac thonſand a weeke to wone atall. When S*. Augu- 


ftines mother wepr bitterly becauſe her ſonne was a 


Masichee, the Biſhop whom ſhee had intreated to ralke 
with him, told her, F:eri nor poteſt wi filics iſtarum lacry- 
marum pereat,It cannot be that the ſonne of theſe teares 
ſhould periſh: So though our dangers be eminent and 
eminent, ready to ſwallow vs vp, yetif we would couer 
the Altar with our teares, and mournein heart for the 
abominations that are committed, if we would powre? 
out our ſoules before God in prayer, I dare ſay, Fieri 

wonpoteſt, it could not bee that the Church ſhould pe- 

rith, for by prayer wee wraſtle with God, and offer a 

kinde of holy violence, being as the lockes of Sampſoy, 
that wherein our ſtrength conſiſteth, But in theſe daies 

cither wee pray notat all, orif wee pray, itis for our 

fclues onely. 

There are ſome that ſh7;yke vp all religion into prea+ 
ching.decliming the praiersof che Church,and difchar- 
ging other duties by hearing onely. This is ro make 
all the bode an eare, which is monſtrous. The beſt way 
to compoſe this difference is, let the people pray forpres- 
ching, and let ws preach for praying. 

Others pray, but iris for ;hem/elues onely ; as g's 
ue 
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d fie inforces vs to pray for our ſelues. ſo charitie ſhould 
= moue vs to pray for others : for as $*, Ambroſe ſweer- 
t ly, Sipro te rogas ſolim, prote rogabis ſolus : fi antems pro 
j- omnibus 10g as, omnes pro te rogabant : It thou prayelſt for 
's thy ſelfe alone, thou alone ſhalt pray for thy ſelfe; bur if 
0 thou prayeſt for all, all ſhall pray for thee. 
d Others there are, ſonxes of Belial, who are fo farre 3 
; from praying for lcruſalem, that they neuer ſ@ muchas 
ie thinke on her, Theſe are they ſpoken of by the Prophet 
m Amos, Wha lie won beds of tnorie, and ftretch themſelues amee.,,s 6. 
g- won their couches, and eat the lambes ont of the flacke, and 
a the calues out of the midaeſt of the ſtall. That chaunt to the 
ke ſound ef the wvioll, and inven to themſelues inflrument of 
'J muſique , that drinke wine in bowles , and anoynt thens- 
es ſelues with the cheife oyntment, but are not greeued for the 
nd affliction of leruſalew. The words of Jriah to Danrd, 
er when hee perſwaded him to goe downe to his houle, 
he and tocat, and drinke, and lic with his wife,are worthy 


re? fl "to be written in Fables of gold with letters of filuer 5 The 25am, 
on Arke (laith hce) and 1/ſracl, and 1ndah abide in tents, and 


De- my Lord 184b, and the ſeruants of my Lord are incampedin 
ra the open fields; ſhall 1 then goe into my houſe,to eat, and to 
09, drinke, and tolie with my wife f As thou lineft, and x5 thy 
ies ſonle lineth, 1 will not doe this thing, I necd make no ap- 
ur plication, you know how the ſeruants of the Lord are 


incamped in the open fields, (I would I might not ſay 
ea» Wl they haue loſt the field)Religion hath ſuffered,8 given 
at ground theſe many yceres together, [eruſalem is trod- 
ke WW dendowne by the children of Edoms; Oh lect vs caſt off 
Fay the workes of darknefle, and that knowing the time, &u*.13-11,ce, 
e&- | thatnow it is high time to awake out of ſ]-epe. 
Others there are,who are ſo farre from praying for Ie- 4 


ruſalem, that they prey pon Ieruſalem, I meanc ſuch as 
E-2 take 
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take the houſes of God into their owne poſſeſſions, I 
would theſe men would remember that fable of the 
Eagle, that taking a peece of fleſh from the Altar, car- 
ried a coale alſo that claue to ir, and fired her (clfe, her 
neſt, and heryoung ones; the carſe of God cleaucs to 
the patrimonieof the Church,when it is purloyned,and 
cats out the name of theſe ſacrilegious perſons, lea- 
uing their faire and goodly houſes, built with the ru- 
ines of the Church, without inhabitant, VVeereade of 
Aſa, that he tooke away the ſtones and timber, where- 
with Baaſha had builded Ramab, and built therewith ci- 
ties for himſelfe: and fo wee fee many take away the 
gold and filuer of the Sanftuarie, to beautific and a» 
dorne their owne houſes. I hope the ſtones which are 
brought to repairethis decayed Temple, willnot bee 
imployed to the building of great mens houles; if they 
be,they ſhall cry out in the wall againſt thoſe that layd 
them. And-to conclude all with that of Dauz, 
Let euery thiap that hath breath pray for the peace of | 
I:ruſalem. As for thoſe tongues that cric, Downe with 
it, aowne with it euen totheground, Lord let them cleaue 
to the roofe of their mouthes. that at the houre of 
death they may notſo much as ſay a Miſerere Domine, 
Lord haue mercie vpon vs: and after death let them 
haue the doome of Dines, cali and cry for a drop of 
water, to aſſivage the torment of their tongues, and 
not obtaineir, But as for thoſe that loue her, and pray 
for her, lct them proſper z nay they ſhall proſper, for 
ſo is the promiſe which is the ſecond part of the Text, 
They ſhall proſper that loue thee, 
Thar affection we are to beare towards her, which 1s 
Loue, Lore isthe Ladze of the affections, and as the 


eyes of hand-maids looke vato their Mi/ireſſe, 1 *y 
of 
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all the affeQions wait vpon Lowe, That which we loue, 
wee defire when it is abſent, imploying all our ende- 
vours to attaine it ; and being attained, wee reioyce, 
and reſt in it, The ſeat of it is in viſceribus, in the 
bowels; but it breakes forth inthe lips by praying, and 
in the hands by prouiding, either for that which wee 
loge and haue not; orfor that which we bawe,and would 
not loſe, becauſe we loxe it. So that to loue Teruſalem, 
is to pray that Ieruſalem may haue peace when ſhee 


wants it, and to prouide for the continuance of Peace 
when ſhee hath it, Jacob loued his fonne 7o/eph more 


than all his children, and 19ſeph loued his brother Ben- 


iamin more than all his brethren : and as for God, hee 


Joues the gates of S7oy more than all the dwellings of 
Jacob. Euerie creature hath aliquid Dez, ſomething of 


God in it; how baſe or contemptible ſocuer it bee, 
wee may ſay, Digitus Det hic eff, the finger of God is 
here, and for that i:tile of himſclfe thar is in it, he loues 
it, As for man, who isnot a worke of his finger, but of 
his hands, according to that of the Pſulmiſt, Thy hands 
hane made me and faſhiened me,hauing multum Dej,uch 
of God in him, is loued of God more than other crea- 
tures, But the Church, the Congregation of the 
Faithfull, who are neither the worke of his finger, nor 
of his hands, but of his arme, according to that of the 


Prophet, To whows ts the arme of the Lord made knowne ? t(y5;.-1 


thatis, his mightie power working in his VVord, for 
the conuerfion of the Ele: Thele, I ſay, hauing plu- 
rimum Dei in them, the image of God repaired and re-= 
newed, are ſuchas God imbraces with Peczall fauour, 
and intire affection, And as God, lo his Angel: ailo loue 
leruſalem, being miniſtring ſpirits for the good of it, 
reioycing when any ſinner repenteth, and 1s added to. 
2 ir, 
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it. So then the obic of Gods loue, andof his holy 4»- 


gels, cannot be vabeſceming, or vnworthy ours, 


We hauc here in the firſt place the preſence of God, 
which is that which makes any thing amiable: that ſe- 
ucrall goodneſle which is ſcattered and difperſcd a. 
mong the creatures,is but a beaxve of his bounty,a drop 
diſtilied from him that is the immenſe Ocean of all 
goodneſſe, Hence Davrd breakes forth ints a ſtraine of 
admiration, O how amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of 
hoſtes ! Amiable becauſe bis Tabernacles, and honoured 
with hs preſence, And in another place he deſires but 
one thing, and that is, that he might awell in the houſe of 
the Lord, and behold the beawutie of the Lord in his Tem- 
ple. We may ſay of the Cherch as Jacob did of the place 
of his viſion, ſurely this is -no other than the Houſe of 

God, and the gate of heaxen : he did but ſee the Angels of 
Ged, but here we ſcethe God of the Angels dwelling be- 
twixt the wings of the Cherabims, berwixt the Law and 
Goſpel, or betwixt the AiniZer.gnd the people, who caſt 
their eyes one vpon another, ioyning together in their 
ſcruice and deuotion, Plats writ oyer the doore of his 
Schoole,Iutratenambhic Dy habitant,Enter tor this is the 
dwelling of the Gods : fret am it maybe grauen vp- 
on thegetes of leraſalem, and written vpon the poſts of 
S$7on, that God is #w her, When the 'Queene of Shebs 
ſaw the glory of Salemons Court,& heard his wiſdome, 
ſhe concludes his ſeruants were bleſſed that ſtood al- 
waies before him: Behold a greater than Salomon is 
here, and beati qui habitant in domo tus Domine, Bleſſed 
ſayes Danid, are they that dwell in thy hoaſe, O Lord. This 
made-him preferre the 7aberwacle before the renes of 
wickedneſle, and ewe day ſpent in Gods Court before a 
shouſand clſe-where, and wiſh to be but a deore-keeper, 
that 


# 
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thathe mightbe fr in, and Ja# out: and being depri. 


ved of the benefit of comming vp to the houſe of the 
Lord,he thinkes the Sparrowes and Swallowes happie 
that might make their neſts, and lay their young cuen 
by Geds Altars ; are nor we better than many Spar- 
rowes? no, he counts himſclfe vnhappic, and bewailes 
itwith a we mihi, Woe is me that Tam conftrained to dwell 
with Meſech, and to haue my habitation amongit the tents of 
Kedar, he would not haue dwelt there, had he nor been 
conſtrazned, It is true, God is preſent in all places, yer 
in none after ſo familiar and comfortable a manner, the 
Sapne goes from one end of the heauens to the other, 
begirting and incircling the round world, and all that 
is there in, yet all places receiuec not a like heat and 
warmth from it ; here the immortal God vouchſafes to 
ſpeake to vs, and ſuffers yworrall man, duſt and aſhes, to 
ſpeake ro hims;here is that ladder that reaches from earth 
to heauen , whercon wee may ſee the prayers of the 
Church aſcending ro Ged, and the blcfiings of God deſ- 
cending vpon his Chiitchz here wee may behold not 
with Ezechiel, rotamsin rota, a wheele in a wheele, but 
Deumin Deo, God the Sonne in God the Father, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt in both of them. 

We hauec here the Communionand fellowſhip of the 
Saints, of which Danid ſayes, Ecce quam bonum, (7 quam 
iucundum, Behold how good and pleaſant a thing it s for 
brethrew to dwell together inwnitie, It is like the previous 
ointmet that was powred vpo the head of Aaron,or like 
the filuer drops that fell vpon the hill of Hermon, Some 
things are good, but nor pleaſant ; ſome things are plea 
fant, but nor good; 3s for this it is both good and pleaſant, 


and goodueſſe andpleaſare arc two of the ſtrongeſt mo- Gen. 3.6. 


tives to Joue. Exe wascaſily perſwaded ro eat of the for- 


bidden + 
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bidden Apple, and the text giues the reaſon, ſhe ſaw it 
was goad and pleaſant to the eyes, This Communion of 
Saints vponearth, is rhe ſiyceteſt, and greateſt bleſſing 
weenioy, God himſelfe would not be alope, but begets 
a Sonne trom all eternity, and a third perſon proceeds 
from both of them, Neither did he thinke he had done 
enough for Adam, tillhe had built vp a helper meet for 
him; !t is not good that man ſhould be alone, This life 
would be little better than that /zntng death, or dying life 
in hel}, were it not for the company and comfort wee 
hauec one in, and from another, Yet if company and 
{ocictic is pleaſant to vs as men, much more muſt it 
needs be, as weeareſuch men, of whom God requires 
publiqueſeruice,and to whom for this end he hath giuen 
places for ſolemne affemblies, A conſort of Mutique 
wherein there are ſencrall inſtruments, mult needs be 
more ſweet and melodious than any exe inſtrument: 
and ſo muſt publique prayer, wherein cuecry one beares 
his part, becauſe wee ſee the things wee aske are good 
and needfull, becauſe defired with common conſent , as 
alſo, becauſe we conceiue greater hopes of obtaining 
what we pray ior, being notewr requeſt onely, but the 
deſire ofthe whole Congregation, This TertuYzan cals 
the banding of our ſelues together againſt the Lord,and 
befieging him with the armies of our ſupp'ications. Ir is 
a hard matter for ope man to bring all the conditions of 
an acceptableprater,twoare better than one; a three- 
told cord, ſaycs Salomon, is not caſily broken z in the 
building ofthe Tabernacle ſome brought ſilke, ſome Ca- 
mels haire, ſoze fine linnnen : in thoſe feaſts in the Pri- 
zitive Church called 'A;zmu, ſome brought bread, ſome 
wine, ſomeoyle,ſome hony, ſome one thing,and ſome an- 
other : and ſo in our aſſemblies and congregations we 
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ſhall find knowledge in one ſeat,yepemtance & cotrition in 
another, 7 eale in anather,holineſſe in another, faith in ans- 
ther,all which are as forcible & effeuailas if they werc 
in one together, for though in a congregation there are 
many mebers,yet there is but one boay;8& that whichany 
n- cher hath, it hath for the vſe & bchoofe of the whole, 
When Aeſes went into the mountainto pray, hetooke 
Aaron and Har with him, to hold vp his weary hands, 
Our Saxton Chriſt when he went to pray took with him 
Peter,lames, & John : where two or three are met LOLE= 
ther,they hold vp the hands of one another, & prouoke 
one another to zeale and deuotion by their example; 
and haue a promiſc that God will bee preſent in the 
n-44deft of them. And what a great bleſſing it is to 
haue theſe holy Conuocations, God would let vs vn- 
derftand by inſtituting the Fea#f of Trumpets, which 
were vſcd for aſſembling the people, no Feaft but fora 
great and ſpeciall bleſſing, as we ſee in the Feaſt of the 


' Paſſeower, of Pentecoſt, of Tabernacles, &c. 


We haue here the meancs of our ſaluation in the w#= 3 
ni/tery of the Word, and adwini/iration of the Sacra- 
ments, Wee loue our Bodzes, and the things of this 
world in rel1tion ro them, to tar forth as they conduce 
either to the Being,or well Being of them: yet our Soules, 
as they were bre:thed from aboue, ſo wee loue them 


' more, and for them wharſocuer doth conduce to their 


exer-well-Being, as the Word and Sacraments : which {.1- 
ving Meenes are no where to be found bur at Jeruſalem, 
and therefore the Darphters muſt needs loue her, be- Cate 1.2. 
cauſe of the ſaxoxr of her good ointments, The Tem- 
ples of Honour and Pertwe were fo placed at Rowe, that 
nane could paſſe to the firit, but by and through the 
?atcer ; The Church is porta celi,the gate ofheauen,ar d. 

thorow 
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thorow it wee muſt vaſſe if wee will be ſaued, In this 
Arke is Aarons Rod, Eccleſiiſticall cenſwres ; the two Ta. 
bles, the myFer:es of faluation; the pot of Manna, the 
merits of Chriſt exhibited in the Sacraments; to correcF 
the ſinful}, ro dire che 1gnorant, to ered thoſe that are 
caſt downe and diſquicted with their offences. There 
is Milke for Babes, and Meat for ſtrong Men, the garment 
of Rightcouſneſſe for the Naked, the bread of 'ife for 
the hungry, Treaſure for the Poore, Armour for the 
Weake, Lzzht for ſuch as fir in darknefle, and Life for 
ſuch as are 1n th. ſhadow of death, Here is Wi/dome for 


ar che {implc, /#/trfication for the guiltic, SaucFification 


for the vncleane,and Redemprowtor the captiue, Theſe 
arc the Cherubims, Palme-trees and Flowers, wberewith 
the walls of our Temples are carucd, which makes 
them morEamiable and loucly, thaa that of Salomons, 
Ocher things. the longer they are, the more defur- 
med they grow, and the leſle loucly : but it is not fo 
with the Church, which the more aged ſhee grew, the 
more beautitull and: amiable, Compare 1eraſalem as 
then it was, with 7erwſalem as now itis in reſpect of the 
Meanes of ſaluation. The 1ſraelires had thar painfull Sa- 
crament of Circumciſion, their coſtly ſacrifices of 
ſheepe and oxen,their trauclling.vp to /er#/alem yeare- 
ly: but we in ſtead of the bloud of Circamcrfion haue the 
ſprinkling of water in Baptiſm, in ſtead of ove Temple 
at lernu/alem wehauc wmany, in ſtead of thoſe Hoelocau#:s 
and coſtly ſacrifices, we haue the Calwes of our lips, the 
ſacrifices of praiſe and thankſgiuing. I fearc me, if it 
were ſo chargeable ſeruing God as then it was,many of 
vs would forſweare God, and his Religion. Andas the 
way to Heauen is morepleaſant,ſo more plain than then 
it was, They went to Canaapchorow the darkneſlc - 
[#1 15] 
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the wilderneſſe, and looked vpon Chriſt thoraw the 
cond of ſhadowes and ceremonies ; but now Chriſt is 
explicately reuealed and propounded, and theſe are 
the daies wherein the light of the Moone is as the lighe 
of the Swpne, and the light of the Swxze ſeucn-fold. So 
that we ſce wee haue reaſon to loue the Church aboue 
all other places,and the Churchar this time better than 


at any other, 


I haue herc uſt occaſion to tax all ſuch as wilully ex. 
communicate themſclues, by neglecting ro frequent 
che Temple and congregation of the faithfull. The 
worth of a gond thing is berter knowne by the want, 
than by the poſſeſſion and fruition of it z I he Jewes ac- 
counted the Sabavrhs a burthen, and ſhuffed at the ſa. 
crifices, and grew weary of their folemne afſemblies; 
but when they come ro Babylon, they fit downe by the 
rivers, they hang their Harpes vpon the willowes, and 
weepe bitterly, and all this was, when they remembred 
Sien, and called to minde what libertie once they had 
to ſtand in the Courts of Gods Houſe, The caſe is ours; 
Manna falls daily, and no man wiil tepour of the doore 
of his tent ro gather i1,nav,which is worſe,we begin to 
thinke of the jfleſh-pors of <£gypt; Chriſt pipes vato vs, 
and we wil not dance,nay we begin todanceabour rhe 
golden-calfe, to affe& a change of Religion, I pray God x,,, 
our witonneſſe in religio be not puniſhed with the wang 
of it ; nor our negled of comming to thelight when we 
may, with a putting ut, Or a remeuing of it from vs, 
that we cannot come if we would, I may ſoy tofſich, 
who out of a wanton, and vnſetled mince defire to 
change their religion as they do their cloaths,as Chritt 


39 
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did tothe children of Zebedee, Tee know not what ye aches Hatihzr fo. 


you aske not bread but fones, not fiſh but Scorpions ; and 
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it yet further, comparing vs to Trees twice dead, and 
pluckt up bythe roots, once dead by orrginall rranſgreſſi- 
09,agatne dead by advall rebellion, Trees, though they 
be dead, yet ſolong as they have a root in the carth, the 
ſent of waters will make them bud, and bring forth 
boughes like a plant, ſayes Zeb : but when they are dead 
and plucke vp by the roots too, there is no further hope 
or poſlibilitie of reummg. And the Prophet Zacharie 
comparesfinneto a talent of lead, which being carried 
in our boſomes muſt needs prefic vs downe, andindi- 
{poſc-vs for good duties, 

Conſider him in his beft eſtate, as regenerate and 
borne againe, and wee ſhall finde this duin«ſſe in him, 
Abrahams fals into a deepe fleepe, cucn in the time of 
ſacrifice. Iſrael is compared to the Oxe and 4ſ/e, the 
moft dull and ſtupid creatures of ail other; the one of 
which will plough no longer than thegoad is in his fide, 
the other trevell no further than his meat laſteth, Paul 
complaines that the good which hee would doe, hee 
couid not doe: and the euill which he would nor doe, 
that did he, The Diſciples themſclues fell afleepe vpon 
the mountaine, for though the firis be willing, yer the 
fleſh is weake, S*, Anſelme,once Arch-B ſhop of Can- 
rerburie, walking abroad, ſaw a boy that had caught a 
bird, andticd a ſtone to her leg with a threed, and cucr 
as the bird mounted vp, the waight of the ſtone drew 
herdowne againe. The vencrable old man,much mc- 
ved atthis fight, fell preſently a weeping, lamenting 
the wiſerable condition of men, who no ſooner ende- 
uour toaſcend vp to heaucn, in contemplation, but 
2 1e fleſh and paſſtons doe halc the ſoule backe againe,and 
draw it downe to the earth, Geſfamas laqueam noſtrum 
woviſcur, ſayes Gregorie, Ve cartic a ſnare abour with 
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vs, wherein our ſonles arc intangled. Wehauea Pha. 
r0h that detaines vs in bondage, and will not ler ys 
pocto offer ſacrifice. Sothat ynleſſ> we had a reward 
ſet before vs, and ſuch a reward as the price of the high 
calling in Chriſt Iclus, we ſhould not forget the things 
that are behinde, and prefle forward vnto thoſe things 
chatare before vs, The reaſon of all is, becauſe the in- 
clination and benrof our corrupt affe&ions are ſet vp- 
on earthly things, and when we ſummon and afſemble 
them together, to aſſiſt the ſoule in her deuotians, it is 
as if we rowled a waight vp a mountaine if wee take 
off our hands, and remit our induſtrie but alittle, they 
fall backe againe with the greater violence, Ofall ſpt- 
rituall exerciſes, there is none more eaſic, and lefſe 
painefull, than this of Prayer, yet what our indipoſition 
is toit, and our wearineſe in it, our Sarronr intimates 
in that prayer which he hath taught vs, which though 
it concerne God and ys, our ſoules and bodtes, yet is it 


« ſo ſhors, that a man may ſay ir over without breathing : 


and as much is implycd here, in that-God is faine ro 
ftirrevs vpto ithy rewards and promiſes, Vee are 
now arriued at the laſt thing in the Text, the Promiſe 
it ſelfe, which is profperitie, where wee ſhall ſec Gods d;- 
Poſition, who makes apromiſeto vs, that we may make 
our prajers to him, The word tranſlated proſper, figni- 
fies toreſt and be quier, and ſo ſome render 1t, Quiets 
erant, they ſh. Il be quiet, God in his rewards and pu- 
niſhments obſerucsa kinde of retaliation: Dines den'es 
Lata u the crums of his table, and therefore is denied 
a drop of water. Bleſſed are the mercifall, for they ſhall 
obtaine wercie, Thus God payes vs in our owne carne, 
and ſo here they that pray and procure the peace of the 


Church, quieti erunt, ſhall themſclucs hauc peace, _ 
c 
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if God ſhould heare you, like the 4ſſe in the Fable that 
would needs change his Miſter, you ſhould find a ſen» 
ſible difference betwixt a burthen of herbes, and a bur. 
then of coales,Lervs not then be weary ci the gracious 
and milde gouernment of Samuel, leſt a Sanl reigne 0- 
uer vs; ler vs not caſt off the eaſic yoke and light bur 
then which Chriſt layes vpon vs, leſt we put our neckes 
into yokes of iron, and bow our ſhoulders vndcr thoſe 
burthens, which neither we, nor our forefathers were 
able to carry. 1/rael oft committed fornication, and 
played the harlot with ſtrange gods, yet at the laſt ſhee 
reſolues thus, 1 will 2oe, and returne tro my firit hucband ; 
and the reaſon of her reſolution is, the difterence the 
found in thcir ſeruice, for then ſayes ſhe, it was better 
with me, than now : Then ſhee had Corne, and Wine, 
and Olle, and Gold, and Siluer, as it followes in the 
next words, yea abundance of peace and proſperitie; 
and al] this ſo long as ſhe loued God, and the place of 
his worſhip; forſo God promiſes here by che mouth 
of the Prophet, They ſhall proſper that love thee. And lo 
We are come to the next thing in order, Mans indiſþs« 
fition to good dutics, no prajer without a promiſe, pray 
and proſper, 

Ali Common-wealths and Societies are cſtabliſhed 
vpon Pramiamand Pana, Reward for the good, and Pu- 
niſhment for ſuch as are earl; were it n« t forreward, 
no good wou'd be doneywere it not for puniſhment,no 
euill would be left vndone, ſuch is our Gulncfle to one, 
and proneneſſe to the other, Non ſic fuit ab intio,it was 
not thus from the beginning ; neither would 1t have! 
bin ſonoaw, were we as then we were in our primitine 
innocencie and puritie, For as tle Apoitlelaith, Lex 


ſuch 


 Noahs Doue. 
juch as are ſinners and vngodly : ſo Promiſes and 


ncfſe, and a deprauation ot our natures, who otherwiſe 
ſhould hauc ſcrued God, and imbraced vertue oncly 
for the loue of them, though there had beene neither 
Heazen nor Heli, neither reward expected, nor puniſh» 
ment feared. Thus the holy Angels arc deſcribed with 
many wings, to ſhew their alacritieand cheerefulneſle, 
when God imptoyes them, yet they are aboue Hope, or 
Feare: not hoping for what they haue not, nor fearing 
to loſe what they haue; but oncly carried to the ſpon= 
tancous, and willing obedience out ofa loue of God 
{mply conſidered as hee is in bis Nature and Attri- 
butes, without the notions of a /udge, or a Rewarder, 
So that you ſec Rewards and Puniſhments are a figne 
all isnurt as it ſhould bee, weeare to meddle with the 
former. | 

It wee contider map, ſimply as a man, we findehim 


nothing 5ut 2n indiſpoſed lumpe of carth,which of all * 


oriier Elements, is the moſt vnapt and vntit for ac7ion. 
O31. r Elements haue their motion and agiration; this 
finkes with its owne heauineſſe,and can neither moue, 
norte moued: and the more any thing partakes of ir, 
tie moremert 3nd {Juggiſh it muſtneeds bee, Sothen 
m3n, hcing earth, nay as 1t1s inthe Prophet leremtes, 


Erth, earth. earth, three times together, andnothing - 


but earth, rauſt needs be dull and ſtupid, acco:ding to 
thc prenciples whereof he is created, 

Bur it we conſider him as finfull duſt and aſhes; as 
th- /ced of rebell.ous Adam, we ſhall fade hum not only 
asl, bur dead tothe performance of any pond actin; 
according to that ofthe Apoſtle, To: hath hee quicknes, 


who were dead in finnes and ireſpaſſes, Nay, {ude carries 
F 2 it 
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it yet further, comparing vs to Trees twice dead, and 
plackt 1p bythe roots, once dead by ortginall tranſgreſſi- 
03,againe dead by avall rebelhun, Trees,though they 
be dead, yet ſo long as they have a root in the carth, the 
ſent of waters will make them bud, and bring forth 
boughes like a plant, ſayes Zeb : but when they are dead 
and plucke vp by the roots too, there is no further hope 
or poſſibilitie of reuwmg. And the Prophet Zacharie 
comparesfinneto a talent of lead, which being carried 
in our boſomes muſt needs prefie vs downe, andindi- 
{poſe vs for good duties, 

Conſider him in his beſ# eſtate, as regenerate and 
borne againe, and wee ſhall finde this duincfle in him, 
Abrahams fals into a deepe fleepe, cucn in the time of 

ſacrifice. Iſrael is compared to the Oxe ard Ae, the 
moft dull and ſtupid creatures of ail other z the one of 
which will plowgh no longer than thegoad is in his fide, 
ee other trevell no further than his wear laſterh, Paul 
complaines that the good which hee would doe, hee 
could not due: and the cuill which he would nor doe, 
that did he, The Diſciples themſclues fell aſleepe vpon 
the mountaine, for though the firis be willing, yer the 
Fleſh is weake, $*, Anſelme,once Arch-B ſhop of Can- 
rerburie, walking abroad, faw a boy that had caught a 
bird, andticd a ftone to her leg witha threed, and cucr 
as the bird mounted vp, the waighr of the ſtone drew 
herdowne againe. The vencrable old man,much mc- 
ved atthis ſight, fell preſently a weeping, lamenting 
the wiſerable condition of men, who no ſooner endce- 
uour roaſcend vp to heaucn, in contemplation, but 
2 1e fleſh and paſſions doe halc the ſoule backe againe,and 
draw it downe to the carth, Geſlamws laquean noſtrum 
wobiſcurn, ſayes Gregorie, We carric a ſnare abour with 


VS. / 
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vs, wherein our ſonles arc intangled. Wehaue a Pha. 
ra0h that detaines vs in bondage, and will not let ys 
pocto offer ſacrifice. Sothatynleſſ> we had a reward 
ſer before vs, and ſuch a reward as the price of the high 
calling in Chriſt Iclus, we ſhould not forget the things 
that are behinde, and prefle forward vnto thoſe things 
chatare before vs, The reaſon of all is, becauſe the in- 
clination and bent of our corrupt affeRions are ſet vp- 
on earthly things, and when we ſummon and afſemble 
them together, to afſi(t the foule in her deuotians, it is 
as if we rowled a waight vp a mountaine; if wee take 
off our hands, and rem1t our induſtrie but a little, they 
fall backe againe with the greater violence, Ofall ſpi- 
rituall exerciſes, there is none more eaſje, and lefſe 
painefull, than this of Prayer, yet what our indioſition 
istoit, and our wearinefe in it, our Sarionr intimates 
in that prayer which he hath taught vs, which though 
it concerne God and ys, our ſoules and bodres, yer is it 
« ſo ſhers, that a man may ſay it over without breathing : 
and as much is implycd here, in that-God is faine ro 
ſtirrevs vpto ithy rewards and promiſes, Vee are 
now arriued atthe laſt ching in the Text, the Promiſe 
it ſelfe, which is proſperitie, where wee ſhall ſec Gods dz» 
Poſition, who makes a promiſe to vs, that we may make 
our prajers to him, The word tranſlated proper, figni- 
fies toreſt and be quier, and ſo fome render 1t, Quiets 
erant, they (ſh. Il be quiet, God in his rewards and pu- 
niſhments obſerues a kinde of retaliation: Dines den'es 
Lata w the crums of his table, and therefore is denied 
a drop of water. Bleſſed are the mercifall, for they ſhall 
obtaine wercie, Thus God payes vs in our owne corne, 
and ſo here they that pray and procure the peace of the 
Church, quietierunt, ſhall themſclucs hauc peace, < 
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be quiet: Butwee keepe vs to our word, which may 


hauec this ſecond ſigntfication, becauſe when things 
are ſtill and quiet, chen they grow and proſper, As 


 Manis Azcrocoſmrs, a little world, partaking in ſome 


things withall creatures both in Heauen and carth:; 


So proſperitie 1s the Epitome and Compendium ot all 


earthly and heucnly, remporall and etcrnall, corpus 
rall and fpirituall bleffinys, As for profperitie in carth« 
ly and outward things David tells vs he ſha!) brelikea 
Tree planted by the riuers of water, whoſe fruit taileth 
not in his ſeaſon, whole /eafe faderh nor, a d what! ». 


euerhedoth ſhall proſper. Thar is, che bl-ſling of Gud 


which only maketh rich,as the fpirit in the beginuing, 
will zycabare, brood his endea12urs, and bring all 
his labours to a good iſſue ; wher: he plants God will 
water, and giue an abundant excrea/e ali, W. may fee 
an Inventory and particular of thicie blſtigs in 
Deut. 28, 

Bur becauſe Properity conſiſts not in abundance of 
riches, ( forthe wicked flouriſh, yet proſper not, like 
the leane kine that deuvured the fat and grew thera» 
ſelues no whit the fatter) therefore the Lord ayes 
Heaxenypon earth, bleſſing them with all pirituall 51. (- 
ſings in heauenly things, without which our wealth is 
bur want,our Proſperity but Pouerty,our Bleſſengs.Curſer, 
Or it we admit chat the wicked proſper, yet won fic im: 
P14, won fic; it is not ſo with the vagodly as with the 
righteous. florent ad temps, pereunt in aternnym : florent 
falſis honts, pereunt verts tormentss : they proſper for 4 
#:»1 butrthey periſh for ever : they flouriſh with fal/e & 
apparent ioyes, bur periſh with real and enerl:iting 
torments, Nay yet further, they proſper and chriue 
enen by theircref/es and aff ions, like the Olive tree 
green 
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' and power of our ſoules, for they are Gods, So that 


© —— 


N oahs Doue_ 


greene vnder thedeluge of waters. All things worke to- 8kms. 
gctherfor the beſt to ſuch as loue God andhis Church, 

The circamference about them is mercy, and whatſo- 

eucr happens tothem, muſt needs paſſe through that, 

and fo carry with it a rel;ſb, and taſte of Mercy, So that 
whereas, Daxid ſaith, whatſocuer he doth ſhall proſper ; 

we may adde whatſocuer he /uffers ſhall proſper allo. 
That which is obſerucable here is this, The goodweſſe of 

God who inuites vs to good dutics by ſuch precious 
promiſes, He it is in whom we liue,by whom we moue, 

and from whom we haue our being, and therefore to 

him we owe whatſocuer weare,or can call ours. Hence 

the foure and twenty Elders fall downe before him that 

ſits vypon rhe throne, and caſts their Crownes vpon the 
ground, that is themſelues,and whatſocuer they hauc, 

and their reaſon is in the next words, Thos art worthy © & 44 10,11. 
Lord to receiue glory,and honour, + power, for thouhaſt cre- 

ated all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were crea- 

ted, Wee arealſo bought with a price, and therefore 

bound to glorifie God with euerypart of our bodies, 
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God might ſend vs to labour in his 77neyard,&: to beare 
the heat and burthes of the day, without any promiſe 
of apeny in che Eucning, Yet ſuch is the d/Poſition of 
God to doe vs good, thathe is pleaſed to prouoke, 
and animate vs with the promiſe of remuneration. All 
duties that are inioyned vs, haue their promiſes annex. 
ed ; but as for this of prayer it hath the promiſes both 
of this Life, and of the life rocome. Aske and je ſpall have, 
wearenotdetermined to any particulars, no not with 
Efther to halfe a Kingdome ; Gods promiſe isas large 
to vs, as the brags of the Deuill to our Sawour, omnis MY 
has tibi dabs, all theſe things —_—_ giuc vs yet = ' 4.0 
ali Ga 
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all is notall, theſe things below, and thoſe things aboue 
roo, to ſuch as call vpon him, And thus you fee how 
God drawes vs with the cords of loue, that wee might 
runneafterhim, To conclude all; This day is the cloſe 
ofthe old yeare, the Church hath had many yeares 
wherein ſhe hath ſuffered affliction, let is now pray 
thatſhe may hauea New yeare of reſt and gladneſle ; 
and as Tobs friends and acquaintance brought peeces 
of filner, and earings of gold to repaire his loſles : ſo 
let eucry one of vspreſent her with a New-yeares gift 
to repaire the breaches, that her enemies haue late- 
ly made inher, Let vs all with Noahs Doxe bring an 0= 
lize Branch in our mouths, a prayer for the peace of 
Jeruſalem, And fo the God of Peace will be with vs, to 
preſerue vs in our wates, to proſper vs in our workes, to 
comfort vs in this world, and to crowne vs inthe world 
to come. Which God of his infinite mercy grant 
for Ieſus Chriſt his ſake : To whom with 
thee O Father, and thy bleſſed ſpirit, be 
all power, and praiſe, might, Ma- 
icſty,and thankſgiuing,from 
this time forth, and 
for cuer. 
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